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December 2007 / January 2008

Information and Comment on Village Activitiig
PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 7 'ﬁ ,

Parish Council Meetings (

Taking place in the Community Centre
Wednesday 12" December:  Public time 7.00

Main meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 9" January: Public time 7.00pm
Main meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday 22" January: Planning 7.30pm

The main Parish Council meeting takes place on the second
Wednesday of each month starting at 7.30pm. Please note
that Public Time will now be held between 7pm and
7.30pm.

Planning meetings will be held on the fourth Tuesday of
each month (except December) starting at 7.30pm. The
public is welcome to attend these meetings and may discuss
any planning matters prior to the meeting from 7.30pm
onwards. Agendas and planning applications are displayed
on the events notice-board.

St Mary’s Hall

14" December 2007

The Painted Veil (cert 12a) — this has had great reviews, so
why not come along? Tickets are available from Overton
Fireplaces for £4.50 or £5 on the door.

Look out for the list of films to be shown in the Spring
season — dates are all Fridays — 18" January, 15" February,
7" March and 4" April.

Saturday 15™ December, St. Mary’s Hall will host two
Russian concerts featuring internationally acclaimed
balalaika player Bibs Ekkel and singer Xenia de Berner.
The afternoon show will be a family concert which will
have singing, dancing and maybe even some balalaika
playing from local children. The evening concert will be an
authentic taste of Russia with vodka tasting and some
haunting and spectacular music. Family concert £5/£3
(performers free). Evening concert £7.50/£5.00.

Please come along and see Instant Wit

At 7.30pm on Saturday 2" February 2008 — this is a quick
fire comedy improvisation show in the style of “Whose Line
is it Anyway?’. The show is suitable for children aged 10
upwards and tickets are £7 for adults, £5 for children, from
Overton Fireplaces. There will be a cash bar at this event.
15" March 2008

Murder Mystery evening with supper — more details in
February 2008 Overton News and Views.

St Mary’s Hall Garden

Have you thought about having a family party in the St
Mary’s Hall Garden? We are already receiving bookings for
next year, so if you don’t want to miss out, ring Terry and
Freda Robinson on 770004. Remember the garden is
available during the day for the quiet enjoyment of
Overton’s residents and visitors.

Christmas Tree Collections

This year Christmas trees will be collected from the Overton
Hill car park between the 3" and 17" January 2008. Please
stack the trees tidily beside the recycling bins.

Christmas and New Year Rubbish and

Recycling Collections

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
Over the Christmas and New Year period, refuse and
recycling collections are as follows:

If your bin (grey or green)
would have been emptied
on:

...put it out instead on:

Monday 24 December

Same day - Monday 24
December

Tuesday 25 December

Thursday 27 December

Wednesday 26 December

Friday 28 December

Thursday 27 December

Saturday 29 December

Friday 28 December

Monday 31 December

Monday 31 December Wednesday 2 January
Tuesday 1 January Thursday 3 January
Wednesday 2 January Friday 4 January
Thursday 3 January Saturday 5 January
Friday 4 January Monday 7 January
Monday 7 January Tuesday 8 January
Tuesday 8 January Wednesday 9 January
Wednesday 9 January Thursday 10 January
Thursday 10 January Friday 11 January
Friday 11 January Saturday 12 January

For more information about the refuse and recycling
collections see the website at www.basingstoke.gov.uk or
call the contact centre on 01256 844844.

Notice-boards

If you would like a notice on either the board in the centre of
the village (on the public toilets) or opposite the shop in
Sapley Lane, please leave your posters in the Overton
Pharmacy for collection (please note that Steve does not
hold a key for the board and is not responsible for putting up
the notices!). Posters are picked up once a week — so please
leave good time to advertise your event. Please could all
posters be A4 portrait in size. Priority is given to Overton

events.

Overton Village Website

Would you like to be a reporter for the Overton Village
Website? We are looking for someone with their ear to the
ground who could regularly update the website with
Overton news. It would also be great to include reviews of
sporting events — football, rugby, cricket and so on as well
as links to local leagues that Overton clubs are involved
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with. If you could write the odd report or provide
information about links, please contact the Clerk.

Contact with County Council

The county council has rationalised its service
numbers for public use and the following should be
used in future:

Roads & Transport including Streetlights 0845 603 5633

Libraries 0845 603 5631
Rights of Way 0845 603 5636
Recycling, Waste & Planning 0845 603 5634

General Enquiries 0845 603 5638

Grit Bins

These have been refilled by the county council but if they
have missed the one near you please phone the Transport
number above.

Hedge Cutting

With significant restrictions on when this work can be
carried out by the highways authority the county council has
a limited window to undertake the work which is now
carried out between November and January before the bird
nesting season starts. If there is a particularly overgrown
hedge near you please contact the Transport number above
to ensure it is on the list to cut.

Sheegseats and Neighbourhood Park

On 29" October, the sheepseats were officially ‘sat on’ by
the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, ClIr Warwick
Lovegrove, and the Overton Neighbourhood Park declared
open. The mosaic sheepseats were created by artist Julie
Cope with the assistance of children from Overton School,
Brownies, Guides, Scouts and Cubs, the Overton WI and
members of the public. The park is situated to the east of the
new housing development on Overton Hill and is available
for all to walk through and enjoy - and of course, while you
are there why not sit on a sheep!

POLICE NEWS

PC Richard Baldwin

The Parish Council has been asked by Police to decide on
three main Policing Priorities for Overton and has suggested
the following:

e Traffic & Pedestrian safety
e Neighbourhood watch Schemes

e Initiatives to combat Anti-Social Behaviour
The Overton Safer Neighbourhood team will work with the
Parish Council to develop the three initiatives in and around
the Overton Beat area.
We have already started working on the traffic aspect and
have invited the Traffic cops into the village to do speed
enforcement checks. This is going to be an ongoing
campaign to enforce the speed limits in particular on the
High Street, London Road, Winchester Street, Kingsclere
Road and Station Road. | urge all motorists to drive
carefully and considerately through the village at all times.
(You can’t say I didn’t warn you!)
If anyone would like set up a Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme in their area, please contact me by phone or e-mail.
The schemes are easy to set up, cost nothing to do so and
only require as much time and effort as you wish to put in to
operate them.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please note that letters can only be printed if contributors are
prepared to put their names to them.

HART Apology

Apologies for the confusion caused by an article from
HART Wildlife Rescue last month about the capacity of St
Luke’s Hall. Residents of Overton and the surrounding
district will be aware that capacity is not limited to 60 but
can easily hold 100+. Our sincere apologies for any
inconvenience this error may have caused.

Jackie Grey.

Royal British Legion

The Poppy Appeal in and around Overton in 2007 raised
£3137.634. This is an increase of about £400 over the
previous year. Many thanks to the shops and businesses who
displayed boxes, and to the collectors and everyone who
contributed.

I have run the Poppy Appeal for 14 years and am now
giving it up. 1 would like to thank everyone who has helped
me over the years. Kevin McCann has offered to take over
next year. | hope everyone will support him as they have
me. Kevin’s grandfather, Stan Stott, ran the Appeal for
many years. Kevin can be contacted at 6 Hill Meadow, or
phoned on 771304.

Tony Brown.

Family Tracing

My name is Rowland Clarke and | am researching my
family history. My grandmother Grace Eliza Hill was born
in Ashe in 1890 and her mother Maggie came from
Scotland. If you are a descendent of the family please get in
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This TEN WEEK CLASS costs £65.00 ( £60. e
over 60s) r
Contact Stuart Campbell-Smith on
(01256)322200 for further information or e-mail
stuart.campbellsmith@btinternet.com

TESTBOURNE NEWS

Teresa Reynolds, Governor.

A particular highlight of this term has been the successful
visit by 14 pupils to our twin school in Mityana in Uganda.
They shared their experiences at a whole school assembly
and 39 pupils have already written letters of application to
be included in next year’s group.

Forthcoming events

This year the music department will be helping celebrate
Christmas with a special oratorio for schools called “Holy
Boy”. This is being performed in school on the evenings of
Wednesday 12" and Thursday 13" of December. Tickets
will be available from the Performing Arts office and
members of the community are very welcome to join us.

OVERTON YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB.
Tim Clark

Father Christmas.

At the time of going to print O.Y.F.C. intends to tour the
village with the Father Christmas Grotto float on the nights
of Tuesday 18", Wednesday 19" and Thursday 20"
December. We are however experiencing difficulty securing
the use of a short flat bed van/truck suitable for this purpose.
If any local person/business can help in this matter would
they please contact Tim Clark or Paul (the barber) Savory.
Thank You.

OVERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Debbie Dennison, Parent Governor.

Charlie Thorn attended school this term to give the children
certificates and trophies for their swimming achievements.
The children benefit enormously from the support given by
Charlie and his fellow volunteers in running the Lordsfield
Swimming Club.

The school held a Harry Potter maths night, inviting parents
to come with their children and have fun solving maths
problems together. The evening was very well attended and
parents appeared to have just as much fun as children.

The INSET day in October was a day on Philosophy for
Children focusing on developing children’s thinking and
questioning skills. Research shows that this approach
improves academic performance and encourages everyone’s
views to be valued. This type of training is key to supporting
the achievement of our objectives for raising standards for
the children.

We are pleased to have had a very positive visit from HCC
and have been highly commended for the management of
our travel plan, with particular praise for the turning circle
and fence, hedge cutting and Walking bus. As a
consequence they intend using Overton as a model school.
We are also delighted with the news that 20mph signs are to
be erected in Court Drove and Silk Mill Lane, sponsored by
the Parish Council. The safety and welfare of the children is
always of paramount importance and as this road falls

outside the school’s premises, and therefore outside our
scope for funding, support from the Parish Council is very
warmly welcomed.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Public Transport Representative Brian Langer.

Christmas and New Year Services
Trains (South West Trains)

Mon 24 Dec Normal Saturday service until 1900 hrs;
complete shutdown by 2200
Tues 25 Dec No service
Wed 26 Dec No service

Thurs 27 Dec
peak hour trains

Normal Saturday service with some extra

Fri 28 Dec Normal Saturday service with some extra
peak hour trains

Sat 29 Dec Normal Saturday service

Sun30 Dec Normal Sunday service

Mon 31 Dec Normal Saturday service with some extra
peak hour trains

Tues 1 Jan Normal Sunday service

Wed 2 Jan Normal weekday service

Buses

Overton village service 74

Sat 22 Dec Normal service

Tues 25 Dec No service

Thurs 27 Dec  Normal service

Sat 29 Dec Normal service

Tues 1 Jan No service

Thurs 3 Jan Normal service

Services 76/86

Mon 24 Dec Saturday service but early finish
Tues 25 Dec No service

Wed 26 Dec No service

Thurs 27 Dec  Saturday service

Fri 28 Dec Saturday service

Sat 29 Dec Saturday service

Sun 30 Dec Sunday service

Mon 31 Dec Saturday service but early finish
Tues 1 Jan No service

Wed 2 Jan Normal service

Early Finishes on Xmas/New Years Eve

Last bus to Basingstoke from Overton - 76 @ 1940 (starts in
Andover @ 1910)

Last bus to Overton from Basingstoke - 76 @ 2010 and
through to Andover

Trains

New timetable from 9 December to 17 May 2008

Most train times are unaltered but users of the first
westbound train Monday to Saturday mornings should note
that it will depart at 0730 rather than 0722. The 0917 to
Plymouth on a Sunday will depart at 0916 and a Bristol
section will be attached to the 1315 departure rather than the
1115 departure on Sundays. Pocket timetables will be
delivered to addresses close to the station and the library and
post office will hold limited stocks. If you are planning
weddings etc for either Easter or the May Day holiday
weekends please note that engineering works will severely
disrupt services through Clapham Junction for the former
and through Basingstoke for the latter period.
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Buses

Severe overcrowding on some buses and

the absence of seating near the Overton bay at
Basingstoke bus station are matters that have
been raised with Stagecoach Bus in an attempt
to improve the situation. In respect of the latter,
borough councillors are now involved as the bus station is
neither Stagecoach’s nor the borough council’s property and
discussions will have to be held with the landlord. The
earlier problems caused by the use of a minibus of an
inappropriate design and size on the village service seems to
have been resolved; contact me (770848) if a problem arises
in future.

LIBRARY NEWS

Chris Vane, Library Supervisor.

Christmas storytime is on Tuesday 18" December at 4.15.
All children aged between 4 and 7 are welcome, but please
pick up a ticket from the library in advance - we need to
know how many to expect.

During the Christmas period the opening hours do change
somewhat, so please make sure you check the posters in the
library, and save yourself a wasted journey!

OVERTON CHORAL SOCIETY

Lyn Hardy

In December we have the huge pleasure of having Overton
Primary School join us for the evening. This year we are
singing traditional carols (which we hope you will join in
with) and some more modern ones which will recognisable
to anyone who is either a fan of John Rutter and has a
collection of Carols for Choirs books, sings in a choir or just
simply loves carols. Of course, there will be a cuppa and a
mince pie as usual and we hope to meet you all and have a
chat and perhaps some of you could be persuaded to join us.
So please come along to St Mary’s Hall on Monday
December 17" at 7:30pm.

Our Spring term starts on Monday 7™ January at 7:45pm in
St Mary’s Hall and if inspired either by our Christmas
Concert or the works we will be doing in the following
months, please do join us. We have had some excellent

voices join us this year and we hope that they have enjoyed
their time with us.

So, finally, we hope to see you at the concert and may the
Overton Choral Society wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and Joyful New Year.

DEADLINE OVERTON NEWS & VIEWS

This will be 16" January 08. Please send your articles to the
editor in writing, (typed) or by e-mail. The email address is
NewsandviewsRG25@aol.com

The Editor would like to wish all parishioners, especially
N&V deliverers, a very happy Christmas.

OVERTON PRE-SCHOOL NEWS

Jane McDevitt

Playgroup is delighted to announce that due to the success
of our Ofsted inspection earlier on in the year, when we
achieved Outstanding in all 6 child care and education
categories, we are now featured in Ofsted’s ‘Outstanding
Providers’ list for 2007. Overton is one of only 268
childcare settings nationally to have achieved this level; one
of only 44 in the South West Region. As a result, the team is
proud to be sending Amanda, the Playgroup Leader, to
Westminster for a conference and press call in early
January. Well done! Happy Christmas!

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Readers should note that the comments given are those of the
Parish Council; the Borough Council does not necessarily endorse
them when arriving at its decisions.

BDB/67090 Erection of a two storey extension to the
east elevation at Frost Hill Farm House. No objection.

BDB/67054 Extension to existing car park to provide 15
additional car parking spaces at Scout Hut, High Street. No
objection.

HAYMARKET THEATRE; BAOS

Helen Palmer

Oklahoma! at the Haymarket, Basingstoke.

26" February to 1% March 2008; 7.30 pm, Saturday matinee
at 2.30. Tickets from £13, Box Office 01256 844244,

Overton News and Views

Parish Council Chairman
Vice Chairman
Parish Councillors

Clerk to the Council

B
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