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Information and Comment on Village Activities - issued by Overton Parish Council and distributed to

Overton and Ashe, Laverstoke and Freefolk

Please see also www.OvertonVillage.com

Details of the meetings of Overton Parish Council
and of Laverstoke & Freefolk Parish Council

are shown in the Village Diary Section on Page 2
*** Reminder: May’s OPC meeting is on Wednesday 12" May ***

Overton Parish Council Notes
From Laura Harley - Parish Clerk
The Overton Parish Council Information Office
This is open to the public on Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 9.00am to 12.00noon every week in St Mary’s Hall
(right-hand set of double green doors) with me in
attendance. Planning Applications are available to view here.

Overton Parish Council accounts to 31st March 2010
These have been approved and are now available to view:
please contact me at The Overton Parish Information Office.

Overton Annual Parish Meeting
This will take place in St Luke’s Hall at 7.45pm on Thursday
27" May. There will be several speakers - Cllr Rob Golding
about ongoing planning issues including the Local Develop-
ment Framework, Carole Ruse and Simon Christian of
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council about Community
Planning and Summer Streetz, followed by the St Luke’s Hall
Trustees presenting the latest news on their refurbishment
plans and PC Richard Baldwin who will give a roundup of
police news for the year (always a visual treat). The evening
will finish with drinks and refreshments provided by the WI.

The Harroway

Due to the poor weather, the refurbishment work has been
postponed and the byway remains closed to all users.
The Harroway is a highway, so the rules applying to metalled
roads are still relevant - vehicles must be taxed/insured/with
a valid MOT and the rider/driver must hold a current licence.
The police, Hampshire County Council and legal users of
The Harroway have agreed to report illegal usage, to ensure
that the byway remains safe and that the destruction of
the track and the countryside around it does not continue.

St Mary’s Hall Garden
Now that spring is just about here, please remember that
this garden - at the back of St Mary’s Hall - is available for
the quiet enjoyment of all Overton’s residents and visitors.
To access the garden please go down the passage under the
wrought-iron St Mary’s Garden sign (to the right of the hall).
Footpath Booklets
If you would like to take advantage of all the lovely footpaths
in Overton parish, they are detailed in the Overton Footpath
Booklet available from the Fireplace Shop at £1.50 a copy.
Roadside notices
No one has “the right” to place notices advertising events
along verges or on lampposts around the village. We are very
lucky that our local Highways Supervisor takes a relaxed
approach to this but please do not abuse the privilege
- please ensure that signs are erected only two weeks before
the event and are removed immediately afterwards.
It has been noted that several eminent groups within the
village have left their notices hanging around in the past!

Overton Dramatic Society (ODS)
A special feature by Jillian Smith, ODS Press Officer
The ODS website is www.0ODS-online.co.uk
This year we are proudly celebrating 30 years of our
Society, which started on 9™ April 1980 when a group of
enthusiasts held an inaugural meeting in the Community
Centre. ODS was formed as a community group to give
public showings of plays, pantomimes and live
entertainment, with rehearsals held at Southington
House and shows staged then, as now, in St. Mary’s Hall.
The Fumed Oak and The Monkey’s Paw, two one-act
plays, were our first productions.

We hold two shows a year - musicals, pantomimes,
variety shows or plays - each entertaining 600 people
on average. We get more ambitious each time and have
a great team capable of remarkable special effects.

ODS has some fabulous shows planned for 2010!
Well into rehearsal at present is the hilarious comedy
The Farndale Avenue Murder Mystery (F.A.H.E.T.G.D.S)
which runs from Tuesday 11" to Saturday 15" May
in St Mary's Hall - and tickets are available now from
The Overton Gallery at 20 High Street.

Our second show, in late November, is the pantomime
Once Upon A Time which continues the stories of the
main traditional pantos and allows us to celebrate
30 years of ODS pantos.

Overton is a thriving village and ODS is part of it,
supporting other groups and village events, fund-raising
for local charities and actively helping the retention and
the refurbishment of St Mary’s Hall, which is an ideal
venue for live performance events.

There are many social activities within ODS as well,
including theatre/shopping trips, beer bus, barbecues
and parties such as on New Year’s Eve and after each
show. We also hire out technical equipment & costumes.

People of all ages are welcome and new members
are joining ODS all the time, not only for acting and
singing but painting scenery, making costumes, doing
makeup, helping set up lights, backstage work, front of
house, producing, directing - and much more.

We are looking forward to a continued great future and
encourage you to join in with new ideas and new shows.
For more information, please contact our Chairman
Jim Wheatley (771073) or Email Jim@ODS-online.co.uk

Planning Applications
Approved by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council:
BDB/71861: 22 Copse Road. Erection of replacement garage
BDB/71971: Overton Recreation Centre. Installation of arti-
ficial cricket pitch to replace existing natural surface pitch.
The following application has been Withdrawnn:
BDB/72009: The Old Rectory, Bridge Street. Erection of new
dwelling and widening of existing access

? The future of Overton Sheepfairs ?
Overton Sheepfair Committee is already well into planning
for the next Sheepfair on 14" & 15™ July 2012.

The Organisers have developed a formula which delivered
three highly successful events in 2000, 2004 and 2008.
However, several committee members - having given ten
years’ service - are now “retiring” at the AGM on 10" June
(please see also Village Diary, Page 2) so it is essential to
recruit fresh talent if the Sheepfair is to continue.

In particular we need a Treasurer and people with desk-top
publication skills (for programme creation and sales).

We are open to new ideas and will welcome new members.
Would you like to serve on the Sheepfair Committee?

If so, please contact me on 770198 or email me at
JeffTeagle@btinternet.com Jeff Teagle, Chairman
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Overton Village Diary
of Events due to take place
between 16™ May & 15" June

Every Tuesday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
The Rural Mobile Police Office: Overton Community Centre
Forecourt, with Station Enquiry Officer Stewart Packham.

Sunday 30th May
Churches Together Service: 10.30am at St Mary's Church
- a service where all the churches of Overton (Anglican,
Catholic, Community Church and Methodists) come together
to celebrate what we have in common. If you are not a
member of any of the churches you are very welcome to
join us. Refreshments after the service are an added bonus!

Sunday 16th May
12.00noon is the Deadline for the June edition of ON&V.
Please send contributions (including dates of events due to
take place between 16™ June and 15™ July for the Village
Diary section) to The Editor, Chris Penney, either by Email
with a WORD attachment to OvertonNewsViews@aol.com
or Typed to 7 Batten’s Avenue, Overton RG25 3NL

Sunday 6th June
Free party for ORC members: 2.00pm - 6.00pm St. Mary’s
Hall and Garden. Bring a non-member for £5.00 and get the
money back if they join ORC on the day. Music, tea and
cake and ORC Monthly Prize Draw. Tickets for members and
non members from Overton Gallery and The Fireplace Shop.
If you have travelling difficulty, contact Mary Reid (771265)

Monday 17th May
PC Richard Baldwin’s Police Surgery: From 12.00noon to
2.00pm in the Parish Office in St Mary’s Hall.

Tuesday 18th May
Laverstoke & Freefolk Parish Council Annual Parish
Meeting: 7.30pm in Freefolk and Laverstoke Village Hall,
followed by the Annual General Meeting at which an update
on Portals Sports and Social club will be on the agenda.
All are welcome. Rachel Abbott, Clerk to the Council,
Tel 892584 or Email laverstoke.clerk@btinternet.com

Wednesday 9th June
PC Richard Baldwin’s Police Surgery: From 12.00noon to
2.00pm in the Parish Office in St Mary’s Hall.
Overton Parish Council Monthly Meeting: 7.30pm on the
2" Wednesday of every month in The Community Centre.
(Please note that Public Time is from 7.00pm to 7.30pm)

Wednesday 19t May

Overton & District U3A (www.overtonu3a.org.uk) monthly
meeting: 10.00am in St Mary’s Hall when the talk will be
My Father, Augustus John given by Tristram de Vere Cole.
Refreshments will be available and Visitors are welcome for
a charge of £3.00 (refundable if they then decide to join).
For membership information please contact Jan Baker
on 773371 or Email jan.baker2007@btinternet.com

Thursday 10th June
Overton Sheepfair AGM: 7.30pm in The Community Centre
(Please come along to help decide the future of Sheepfairs)

Friends of Oakley and Overton Surgeries AGM: 8.00pm
in the St Leonard’s Centre, Oakley with speaker Richard
Coppin on Eureka moments! GP research in Oakley,
Overton and beyond. All patients aged 18 years and over
who are registered with the Oakley and Overton Practice
are invited to attend. For full details, please see the Village
Diary at www.OvertonVillage.com and local posters.

Saturday 22nd May
WI Event with OBS: Protecting the Planet: (See Below)

Sunday 23rd May
5-a-side Inter-Street Football: From 11.00am at Bridge
Street. Teams (aged 16 and over) are welcome from
individual or adjoining streets. Maximum of 8 players in a
squad. Entry £5.00 per player. Entry forms from Adrian
Gibbons, 41 Waltham Road (771749 or 07732 780080)
Come on - who can take on holders Woodlands ? !

Friday 11th June
Overton Cricket Club Annual Race Night: 7.15pm in
St Mary’s Hall. Tickets are £5.00 from The Greyhound,
Spar Shop and at Home games. Simon Trott 07595 598096
or Email simon@overtoncricket.com

Saturday 12th June
St Mary’s Church Féte: 12.00noon - 4.00pm at The Old
Rectory in Bridge Street. Lots of attractions, sideshows,
stalls, HogRoast, beer, teas, strawberries & cream and more.

Tuesday 25t May

Overton Parish Council Planning Meeting: 7.30pm on the
4™ Tuesday of every month in The Community Centre.
The public is welcome to attend these meetings and may
discuss any planning matters prior to the start of the
meeting. Agendas and planning applications are displayed
on the Events Noticeboard (next to Overton Pharmacy).

Overton Community Association AGM: 7.30pm in the
Community Centre. All are welcome to come and hear
about the major improvements taking place later this year.

And an advance date for your Diaries
Sunday 18th July: Celebrating Overton - A Special Service
11.00am in St Mary's Church to celebrate and give thanks
to God for all the people who contribute to making Overton the
great place that it is. We will pray for our parish councillors
and others who serve the community. We hope that the church
will be full with members of the various organisations
(uniformed and otherwise) businesses and activities.

Thursday 27th May

Overton Annual Parish Meeting: 7.45pm St Luke’s Hall,
49 - 55 Winchester Street (See Page 1 for full details)
Publication Date of June edition of ON&V. A printed copy
will be delivered by volunteer distributors to every property
in Overton Parish within the next week or so. Additional copies are
available from The Co-op (in the rack below their notice boards),
The Library, Parnell Jordy & Harvey, The Doctors’ Surgery and at
www.OvertonVillage.com (click on “Parish Council" first).

This month’s cover photo: Maypole in Munich’s famous Viktualienmarkt

Friday 28th May (moved from 21st)
Moviola Film Night: It’s Complicated (15). Doors open
7.00pm for 7.30pm screening in St Mary’s Hall.
Bar/snacks/beverages for sale before film/during interval.
A romantic comedy starring Meryl Streep and Alec Baldwin
who find themselves oddly attracted to each other after 10
years of divorce and embark on a clandestine affair. Tickets
£5.00 in advance from Overton Fireplaces (£5.50 on door)

Overton Village Diary - continues in next column

Protecting the Planet - WI Event
Overton Women’s Institute (WI) is hosting and working
with Overton Biodiversity Society (OBS) to run a day
of events from 10.00am to 4.30pm on Saturday 22" May in
St Mary’s Hall, exploring some of the sustainable develop
-ment issues which affect us both globally and locally.
Overton-born Professor Tim Wheeler (now Professor of Crop
Science at Reading University) will join other speakers from
Oxfam, WaterAid and Action Aid to give an overview of
some of the global issues affecting our progress towards
meeting the Millennium Development Goals, while Dr Adam
Trickett (OBS) will give us an insight into simple measures
we can take to reduce our own environmental impact.
N.B. This is a ticket-only event: tickets must be purchased
in advance at £3.00 each (including light lunch) either from
The Fireplace Shop or The Dry Cleaners.
On the same date, in the Community Centre, there will be
Free Entry to related displays, stalls and a facilitated Open
Space Area to browse through from 10.00am to 1.00pm
- so0 make a diary date to join us for all or part of the day.
For further information please phone Beryl Beckett (WI)
on 771210 or Jane MacKenzie (OBS) on 771121
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Letters to The Editor
Please note that Articles or Letters submitted anonymously will
not be considered for publication, although names and/or
addresses may be withheld at the discretion of The Editor, who
reserves the right not to print articles, without giving a reason.

Three Peaks Challenge

A team of fire-fighters from Overton Fire Station will be
taking this on, over 24™ & 25™ June. This will involve
climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell and Mt. Snowdon plus driving
between them (20 miles of walking with 10,000 feet of
climb plus 500 miles of driving) - and all within 24 hours!
The team is raising money for the Fire Fighters Charity and
the Piam Brown Ward (the Regional Paediatric Oncology &
Haematology Unit based at Southampton General Hospital).
If you wish to sponsor them for these two very worthwhile
charity causes sponsor forms will be available soon at
the Overton Pharmacy.

W.I. Vanishing Tea Parties
Our thanks to all who came to these parties, raising
£573.50 which has been sent to the Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance. Jacky Lessware

Overton Cricket Club

The new season is upon us and it’s going to be our busiest
yet, with 112 fixtures across all nine teams - four junior
teams (Under-9, Under-11 and two Under-13s) and five
senior teams (3 Saturday League, a Twenty20 Midweek
League and a Sunday Friendly). The 3™ X| and the junior
teams will make extensive use of the Berrydown facility
which is currently being developed. If you are interested in
playing, please visit www.overtoncricket.com or find us
on Facebook or Email committee@overtoncricket.com

Overton Recreation Centre (ORCQ
ORC congratulates these prizewinners in the 9" April Draw:
£1000 - Mark Oram (c/o OUFC), £200 - Geoff Probut, £100
each - Fiona Whitwam, Richard Hawkins and Noelle Moysi.
For the full list of all winners please see the ORC
noticeboard on the wall near the Overton Library entrance.
Draws are held on the 2" Friday of each month.
You can now log onto our new website which is at
www.overtonrecreationcentre.org.uk ORC thanks Angelo
Cambianica for building the site and initiating the new ORC
Golf Section site: both have links to other Overton websites.

Overton Darby and Joan Club

Especially for the Over-65s, the club meets at Overton
Community Centre from 1.45pm to 4.00pm on the first and
third Thursdays of each month. Transport can be arranged.
Enjoy a good old chat and try your luck with the Bingo.
There is always an interesting speaker, a delicious tea and
a raffle. For more information phone Inge Hunter (770078)
or Jackie Crosbie-Dawson (770258) - or come along to
one of our meetings: you can be sure of a warm welcome.

Children’s Centre now open
Do pop into the Overton Community Centre on a Tuesday or
Friday morning for information on everything relating to
children under 5 years old. This is a new service, keen to
meet people and get involved in the community. They are
in the Palmer Room for now, but will have their own
reception and office later this year. Paula Baker,OCA Chair

Walking For Health in Whitchurch

These walks are absolutely free, are led by local volunteers and
last around an hour - a great opportunity to get out, improve
fitness, meet new people and enjoy the local area. We depart
from the Gill Nethercott Centre in Whitchurch at 10.00am every
Wednesday: please turn up in good time. Don’t worry about
coming along on your own - you’ll be made very welcome, but
do dress for the weather and wear shoes suitable for walking.
Dogs on leads are also welcome. Refreshments are available
after the walk. For further information please contact Jane
Wilding on 845574 or Email jane.wilding@basingstoke.gov.uk

Transport and Lighting News
From Brian Langer - OPC Transport and Lighting Representative

Transport — buses
Service 56 operated by Steventon Travel Services (STS).
As hinted in April ON&V, this service has been terminated
from 19" April. Many thanks to STS for giving it a try and to
those passengers who made use of it. It contained several
initiatives worth investigating for future developments.

Transport — Spring Bank Holiday weekend services
Buses: Stagecoach 76/86 and Steventon Travel Services 74
Saturday 29" May - Saturday service
Sunday 30" May & Monday 31°t May - Sunday service
Trains: Saturday 29™ & Monday 31 May - Saturday service
Sunday 30™ May - Sunday service
There are no engineering works affecting Overton
departures over the holiday weekend.

New timetable - effective 23rd May
No changes to South West Trains times relating to Overton.
For services operated by other companies around the UK
contact 0845 7 48 49 50 or National Rail Enquiries website

Concessionary fares

At present, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is
responsible for issuing national bus passes to eligible
people. Unlike many local authorities, travel tokens are
also offered as an alternative which can be used on other
forms of transport. From April 2011 the bus pass scheme
will be administered by the county council and discussions
are continuing between the two authorities as to whether
travel tokens can still be issued and how best to deal
county-wide with the variations of bus pass usage, eg start
time of journey. Contact your borough and county
councillors if you have a view on future arrangements.

Overton Police - Beat Update
From PC3909 Richard Baldwin, Parish Beat Officer
Mobile: 07776 172303 Police Control Room: 0845 045 45 45
Email richard.baldwin@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Overton's Police Community Support Officer is Sabrina Smith
Email sabrina.smith@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Your Voice Counts:
We are currently canvassing opinion on what you would like
to see us concentrating on in the local area for this year.
Last year we had the following as our beat priorities:

1 Traffic and Pedestrian Safety

2 Combating Juvenile Nuisance

3 Setting up Neighbourhood Watch schemes
If you've not been canvassed as yet, | invite you to e-mail
me or Sabrina with your views on what matters most to you
in your neighbourhood. We will collate the information and
announce your top three priorities via the Village website
and at Overton Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting on
Thursday 27" May. We will also keep you updated on how
we are tackling those issues that you have highlighted.

Overton Beat Crime Statistics

March was a fairly busy month around the whole of the beat
area with 17 x offences being reported. Damage to property
is still a particular problem with at least 5 x cars tampered
with in the Village. We are increasing our foot patrols in the
area to try and combat this latest mini-crime wave.
Following a recent burglary in Freefolk, you will find advice
on page 4 about keeping your car and/or caravan safe.

(For all non-emergency calls you can now call 101)
Remember - in the event of an Emergency - Call 999
(Should you wish to speak to the Police anonymously,

you can call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111)
The Overton Beat area extends to Polhampton Lodge (B3051) to the North,
Ashe to the East, Freefolk to the West & Coxford Down (A303) to the South
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Hampshire Constabulary offers

Safer Vehicles advice
Vehicle crime accounts for more than a quarter of the
recorded crime in the UK and costs the taxpayer more
than £3 billion a year.

Here in the Overton area, vehicle crime has dropped by
31% on the previous year’s figures - but, from Easter
onwards, we tend to see a rise in vehicle crime - in

particular from rural beauty spot car parks.

Recently, a local resident's house was burgled. The key

to the victim’s car was stolen and the car driven away

by the offenders. Unfortunately, this style of burglary is
becoming more commonplace these days as the would
be car-thief is unable to circumnavigate the sophist
-icated security devices in a modern day motor car.
What can you do to help?

* Do not leave your car keys or any spare set of keys on
display within your home, especially if you are away.
* Don’t leave anything in your car - if it’s not there,

then it can’t be stolen.
* Choose a stereo that can be removed and make sure
you take it with you! You should also mark it with your
registration number or postcode, in case it is stolen.

* Thieves aren’t picky, so don’t leave even low-value
items. Often thieves will smash and grab first and look
later to see if what they’ve stolen is valuable.

* Don’t hide it - if you hide items under the seat or in
the glove box, chances are someone will have watched
you. If you cannot avoid leaving something in your car,
put it in your boot before you begin your journey.

* Don’t leave valuables in your car even for a minute
- it only takes a thief a few seconds to smash a window
and get what they want, so don’t take the chance.

* Your car isn’t safe on your driveway - nearly half the
incidents where items are stolen from cars happen when
they are parked overnight, close to the owner’s home.
* Don’t leave your house keys or anything with your
address on it in your vehicle - someone could steal your
keys and then let themselves into your home.

Hampshire Constabulary offers

Caravan Security Advice
Caravan Owners - Don’t let a criminal steal your holiday
- Secure your caravan!
* Lock the caravan head coupling into a good quality
hitch-lock. Visit www.soldsecure.com for a list
of products assessed and tested as suitable for caravans
* Remove the wheels and use axle stands
* Use locking wheel nuts
* Fit an alarm
* Low level, dusk-til-dawn driveway lighting will reduce
chances for criminals to act under cover of darkness
* Close all windows, doors and rooflights every time
you leave the vehicle
* Never leave registration documents in the caravan or
valuables on show, or anything with your address on it
* |f you are not going to be using your caravan for some
time, consider putting it into secure storage

Buying and selling caravans
When buying a new caravan, ask about built-in
security features - all caravans manufactured since 1997
should be electronically tagged.
When buying second-hand, make sure the caravan’s
number plate matches the one on the tow car and try to
verify the seller is who they say they are.

Registration of caravans
Caravans manufactured since 1992 should be
automatically registered with the Caravan Registration
and Identification Scheme (CRiS).

If it is, it is possible to do a check of the caravan’s
history through the scheme. It is now possible to register
older caravans - call 01722 411 430
Visit www.nationalcaravan.co.uk for more details of
caravan security and www.secureyourmotor.gov.uk for
more advice about protection from vehicle crime

Plea from a local Poyntz Road resident: Poyntz Road
residents have no legal option other than to use the central
part of Red Lion Lane when driving away from home.
Red Lion Lane is narrow and any inconsiderately parked car
can cause mayhem if it blocks the road. This needs to be
remembered especially on Fridays when the dustcarts need
access. On several occasions bin collection has been
disrupted, at a cost to the borough/council tax payer,
as a result of poor parking.

Street lighting: Several “day burners” exist around Overton
(eg 2 Waltham Road, 1 Vinns Lane, 4 Sapley Lane) and have
been reported to the following number. They are given a
low priority for repair so do not expect prompt correction.
Phone 0845 603 5633 to report faults, listing lamp column
number, street details and emphasising Overton which is
classed as “Basingstoke Rural” on the HCC system.

Late News.........

Saturday 15t May HART Open Day: 10.00am - 4.00pm at
Four Marks Village Hall. Anyone with a keen interest in
British animals and birds is invited - to find out more about
HART Wildlife Rescue, which has been run for 14 years from
a semi-detached house and garden in Overton. Soon to open
the doors of its new hospital at Lower Soldridge Farm,
Medstead, the charity is in search of new team members to
help it run and expand its operations. More information is
available on the charity’s website www.hartwildlife.org.uk

Wednesday 2nd June - Overton Folk Club: 1% Wednesday
of each month at 8.00pm in The Red Lion. Featuring Kate
Fletcher & Corwen Broch this month, plus a Singaround.
Contact Tom Hanley (770384) OvertonFolkClub@hotmail.co.uk

Saturday 12t June: Midsummer Ball for over-18s
7.30pm ’til late in Testbourne Sports Hall. Tickets £10.00
including live music. All proceeds to the 2010 Team Uganda
fund. Come along for a great night out, including Charity
Auction. To book a ticket or table contact Sophia Steeden
on 07766 100783 or dave.armes@googlemail.com

For problems or comments about Overton Parish Council matters, please contact:

Parish Council Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Alan Whitney

Lucy Sloane Williams

770174 Email alan-whitney@hotmail.co.uk
770607 Email lucysloanewilliams@btinternet.com

Parish Councillors

Maggie Atkins 770369 Peter Baker 770007 Byways and Rights of Way Representative
Mark Attwell 770472 Brian Langer 770848 Public Transport and Street Lighting Representative
Tony Leach 772020 Tom Ridler 773108 Highways Representative

Jacky Lessware 773043

Paula Baker

771219  (also Borough Councillor)

David Llewellyn 773004 Planning Committee Chairman | lan Tilbury

771429  (also Borough Councillor)

Clerk to the Council is Laura Harley, Oak Tree Lodge, Roundwood, Micheldever, Winchester, Hants. SO21 3BA Tel: 771919 Email opc@overtonvillage.com

Overton News & Views is published by Overton Parish Council.

Printed by Crucible Ltd, 6B High Street Overton RG25 3HA Tel: 773377 Email roger@crucibleltd.co.uk
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