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Overton Parish Council Notes 
From Laura Harley – Overton Parish Clerk 

 
 

Planning Applications 
Agreed by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council: 
BDB/72523 – Erection of a detached three bedroom 
dwelling following demolition of existing detached 
garage and creation of new access at 1 The Green. 
 
 

Sapley Lane Playing Field: Overton Parish Council has 
given permission for a local men’s football team,             
Tron FC, to use Sapley Lane Playing Field for training 
on Saturday mornings from 11.00am – 1.00pm and on 
Tuesday evenings (while it is light enough) from 
7.00pm – 9.00pm.   The team intends to mark out a pitch 
and hopes to install goal posts shortly. If you require 
any further information or you are interested in joining 
the team, please contact Darren Hutchins on 771632 

  

 
 
 
 

Bonfires: The Parish Council receives more complaints 
about these than any other matter especially during the 
summer months.  Please be considerate to your 
neighbours by either not having a bonfire at this time 
of year – or, if you must, having the fire late at night. 
 
 
 

Funfair: Thank you for all your comments about 
holding a funfair at Sapley Lane Playing Field. On 
balance, the Parish Council received more objections 
than favourable comments - especially from residents 
bordering the playing field - and has consequently 
agreed the funfair will not return here in future years. 
 
 
 

Overton Halls: The Parish Council has agreed to make 
small grants to three halls within the village, to help 
complete building projects.  These are: £3,000 to ORC 
to replace the roof of the Town Meadow Hut, £3,000 to 
OCA towards the demolition of the “toilet block” 
extension and replacing the “boys’ entrance” on the 
Community Centre and £2,500 to St Luke’s Hall for 
various internal works, doors, decorating and an 
additional third cubicle in the Ladies’ toilets. 
 
 
 

Carers’ Group: Did you know there is a Carers’ Group 
in Whitchurch?  It meets between 12.00noon and 
2.00pm on the fourth Wednesday of the month at The 
Cottage, Winchester St. (next to the Methodist Church). 
For further information contact Wendy Gannon (353290) 
 
 
 

Special Constables required 
Hampshire Constabulary wants to recruit more 

Special Constables. If you are interested, or require 
more details, please contact PC Lee Coleshill at  

northandeast.countrywatch@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
 
 
 
 

Warning update from Trading Standards 
Please be aware that there are rogue traders offering the 
following services and operating in Hampshire:  
Roof repairs, Roof cleaning, Cleaning driveways, 
pavements, patios, Tree surgery and gardening services, 
Tarmac re-surfacing. Also Security surveys in person or by 
telephone - often high pressure selling to sell you an alarm 
system - and even offering home survey visits with “free” 
systems and making untrue statements that Trading 
Standards approve and direct response by the police.  
Please be on your guard for cold callers either on                    
your doorstep or by telephone.  Please do not hesitate                 
to contact our Quick Response Team on 01962 833 666                   
Full details of these warnings can be found on our website 
at www3.hants.gov.uk and by following this link 
tradingstandards/tradingstandards-scams.htm
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Parish Council Diary for September & October 
 

Wednesday 8th September & Wednesday 13th October 
 Overton Parish Council Monthly Meeting: 7.30pm 

on 2nd
 Wednesday of every month in Community Centre. 

(Please note: Public Time is from 7.00pm to 7.30pm 
Tuesday 28th September & Tuesday 26th October 

 Overton Parish Council Planning Meeting:  7.30pm 
on 4th Tuesday of every month in Community Centre.  

The public is welcome to attend these meetings and may 
discuss any planning matters prior to the start of the 

meeting. Agendas and planning applications are displayed 
on the Events Noticeboard, next to Overton Pharmacy. 

 Laverstoke & Freefolk Parish Council Meeting:  
8.15pm Tuesday 14th

 September at 23 Laverstoke Lane. 
(Please note: Public time from 8.00pm until 8.15pm).  

 
 

 

Overton Village Diary 
of Events due to take place between  

16th September & 15th October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Every Tuesday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm 
The Rural Mobile Police Office: at Overton Community 
Centre, with Station Enquiry Officer Stewart Packham. 

 

 Every Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am - 12.00noon  
(except Thursday 9th September, due to staff training) 

The Parish Council Information Office: open to the 
public in St Mary’s Hall (right-hand set of double green 
doors) with Parish Clerk Laura Harley in attendance. 
Planning Applications are available to be viewed here. 

Thursday 16th September 
 12.00noon is the Deadline for the October edition 

of ON&V. Please send contributions (including dates of 
events for the Village Diary section that are due to take 
place between 16th October and 15th November) 
to The Editor, Chris Penney: either by Email to 
OvertonNewsViews@aol.com with a WORD attachment 
or as Typed copy to 7 Batten’s Avenue, Overton RG25 3NL 

Saturday 18th September 
 1st Overton Guides will be 50 years old in December 

2011, while the Girlguiding movement itself celebrates 
being 100 years old this year. 1st Overton Guides have 
been working towards an adventure badge to 
commemorate this milestone anniversary and one of 
the challenges is to make 100 cups of tea!  
We invite you to come along to Town Meadow from 
9.30am to 11.30am to help the girls achieve this. 
We will have cakes, biscuits, teas and coffees - and we 
look forward to seeing you there!     From Karen Elliott

Sunday 19th September 
 St Mary’s Church: Presentation in services by Jane 

Waldram on our Harvest project - The Romanian 
children’s home in Ungereni. 

Thursday 23rd September  
 Overton Biodiversity Society: Why not come along 

to our next OBS meeting at 7.30pm in The Community 
Centre when our wildlife guru Peter Hutchins will give 
an illustrated talk on The Pick of the Parish - some  
of the most notable species and habitats found within 
the parish? All are very welcome - cost is £1.00  
for members and £1.50 for non-members. The Annual 
Membership subscription is still only £1.00! Contact 
Ken on 771121 or chair@overton-biodiversity.org  

Sunday 26th September 
  St Mary the Virgin Church, Laverstoke: Harvest 
service at 5.00pm followed by great refreshments. 

Tuesday 28th September 
 St Mary’s Church Rooms: 7.45pm Baptism Inform  

-ation Evening for any thinking of having their child  
Christened. Contact Ian or Sue on 770207 to book. 

Overton Village Diary – continued from previous column  
Thursday 30th September 

 Publication Date of October edition of ON&V. 
A printed copy will be delivered by volunteer distributors 
to every property in Overton Parish within the next week 
or so. Additional copies are available from The Co-op, 
The Library, Parnell Jordy & Harvey, The Doctors’ Surgery 
and by visiting the Overton Village website at 
www.OvertonVillage.com (click on “Parish Council" first). 
 
 

 Testbourne School annual Open Evening: 6.30pm 
to 8.30pm, where you can also ask for a copy of our 
new prospectus, due out from early September. 
If you would like to join one of our Open Morning 
tours the following week, please contact our 
Reception on 892061 to book a time. 
 

Sunday 3rd October 
 St Mary’s Church: 9.30am & 11.15am Harvest Festival 

(See also feature article below about new service times) 
Monday 4th October 

 PC Baldwin’s Police Surgery: 12.00noon - 2.00pm 
in the Parish Council Information Office in St Mary’s Hall. 

Tuesday 5th October 
 Overton WI (www.hampshirewi.org.uk) monthly 

meeting: 7.15pm in the Community Centre when 
Saeeda will be talking about Belly Dancing. 
Refreshments will be available and Visitors are 
welcome. For information please contact Beryl 
Beckett on 771210 or Email berylbeckett@aol.com

Wednesday 6th October 
 Overton Folk Club: 8.00pm at The Red Lion with 

guest Fergusson Elliot all the way from Australia’s Blue 
Mountains. Singers and musicians are always welcome.  
For more information please contact Tom Hanley on 
770384 or Email overtonfolkclub@hotmail.co.uk  

Thursday 7th October 
 St Mary’s Church Rooms: Alpha Course starts at 

7.00pm (See also feature article below for more details) 
 
 
 
 
               

                         The meaning to life is……              
 
                

                    Fill in the blank on the Alpha Course 
                     - an 8 week course starting at 7.00pm on   
                      Thursday 7th October in St Mary’s Church 
                        Rooms and an opportunity for anyone  

to explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. 
It begins with a meal, followed by a talk and                     

a discussion group of 8-10 people in which you can               
ask any question on your mind, make any comments 
about what you have heard and generally explore the 

most important questions of life - like these:
 

Is there more to life than this?   Who is Jesus? 
Why did Jesus die?   How can we find faith? 

 

There is no charge, just a donation for the meal.               
Come to the first session as a trial and,  

if it’s not for you, we won’t ask why. 
It’s relaxed, friendly and stimulating. 

To book contact Ian Smale on 770207 

 

 
 
 
 

Big changes at St Mary’s Church 
We launch our new service times at our Harvest Festival 
services on Sunday 3rd October. Morning services will 
now be at 9.30am and 11.15am, with coffee in 
between - so worshippers at both services can mingle. 
 

The 9.30am service will be “contemporary’” with music 
provided by the band, while the 11.15am service will 
be “traditional” with music provided by organ and choir            
- a service for everyone - and all are welcome.  
 

There will now be just one evening service, Evensong, 
on the first Sunday of each month.  

http://media.alpha.org/BMS/category/showartwork.cfm?artwork_ID=172&category=56
mailto:OvertonNewsViews@aol.com
mailto:chair@overton-biodiversity.org
http://www.overtonvillage.com/
http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk/
mailto:berylbeckett@aol.com
mailto:overtonfolkclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Work at the Overton Community Centre 
During the summer holiday, work has been going on to 
transform the room that Playgroup uses into a fresh, 
light and airy space. This is just the start, as the 
contractor is now moving on to work the same magic in 
the Club Room. Suspended ceilings are being removed 
to restore both rooms to their original proportions, 
floors are being sanded and polished, while new lights, 
power points and smoke detectors are being installed. 
Outside, the old garage will be re-roofed, rendered and 
painted, the front part will become a bin store – while, 
behind a dividing wall, the back section will become     
a store for Playgroup’s garden toys.  
Work will then move to the other side of the building, 
to create an office and reception for the Children’s 
Centre.  Also in the programme will be complete 
overhauls for both the Library and the Palmer Room. 
This is very exciting for the OCA, but we realise that 
there is a lot of inconvenience as well. Our apologies to 
everyone affected. We very much hope that, once it is 
all finished, you will agree with us that it really has 
been worth it! It is likely that work will continue until 
December. Wherever possible we are keeping the 
Community Centre open for its usual activities, 
although some evening meetings will be in the 
Playroom rather than the Clubroom for a short while.  
Our thanks go, too, to the Methodist Church where 
some groups will be meeting during all the upheaval.  
As usual, please contact Brenda Shelbourn on 770061 
with any questions about bookings. From Paula Baker:  
Chair, Overton Community Assoc (Reg Charity 276492) 

 
 
 
 
 

Overton Recreation Centre (ORC) 
Monthly Draw Prizewinners:  ORC congratulates 
these winners in the Draw held on Friday 13th August:             
£1000 David Whalebelly (Overton): £200 Kenneth Willis 
(Woodmancott): £100 each Prakash Korde (Basingstoke) 
Roy Hooper and Sheila Roberts (both Overton). 

    

Unauthorised games: A small minority of people in the 
village have been playing unauthorised games on ORC 
sites - particularly at Berrydown. ORC would like to 
remind all readers that its facilities at its grounds at 
Bridge Street, Town Meadow and Berrydown are to be 
used only for activities authorised by ORC and member 
clubs. They are not free for public use.  
Maintenance of these grounds is paid for by the many 
local residents (who subscribe through membership to 
the Charity) by levies and hire charges paid by clubs 
and other groups. The cost in groundsman and volunteer 
time - and materials and machinery - provides for the 
excellent quality of the playing surfaces. ORC and the 
clubs, especially Overton United and Overton Cricket 
Club, are very keen to hear from individuals who wish 
to join organised and supervised activities. Thank you 
for your cooperation. From Colin Parker (771038) 
For membership information contact Emma Scoggins 
(770455) Website www.overtonrecreationcentre.org.uk

 
 
 
 

 

Testbourne School - Winning Ways 
We had some excellent news during the holidays!      
We heard that our team had won the Global Citizenship 
award for their film “Dansez What You Can’t Sez” at 
the world finals of the Panasonic Kid Witness News 
competition in Japan. Our team representatives had a 
wonderful time and were worthy ambassadors both for 
Testbourne and for our local area. 
Also, we have been awarded the national ICTmark, in 
recognition of the outstanding ICT provision in the 
school, to complement our existing Artsmark Gold and 
Sportsmark awards. From Hilary Jackson, Headteacher 

Letters to The Editor 
Please note that Articles or Letters submitted anonymously will 
not be considered for publication, although names and/or 
addresses may be withheld at the discretion of The Editor, who 
reserves the right not to print articles, without giving a reason. 

 

Frederick Whitehorn (Jack): Thank you to all friends, 
family and everyone who filled St Mary’s Church on  
23rd June and for the many messages of sympathy, 
moving tributes and donations which totalled £760: 
this was divided between Cancer Research and Overton 
Surgery. A special thank you to Rev Harry Wilson for a 
lovely service, Les Soper-Dyer for his assistance and 
Spencer & Peyton for their help and support. Jack will 
be sadly missed by all. From Pat, Mark, Moira, Craig, 
Luke & Curtis Whitehorn and Alan & Jen Whitehorn 
 
 

Overton Library: At long last we have received the 
new/updated Book Tokens - which make an excellent 
present at any time of year. Chris Vane, Supervisor 

 
 
 
 

 

Dormouse Survey 
Overton Biodiversity Society (OBS) invites you to 
assist with finishing off our survey of local dormouse 
habitats. We started this last year and made good 
progress - and we hope to complete it this autumn. 
Dormice are a Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority Species, so locating where they’re found in the 
parish will greatly help their conservation. 
Our survey involves visiting potential dormouse 
habitats and looking for signs of their presence.            
No experience is needed and we’ll give you all the            
help you need - it’s a really pleasant way to spend            
an autumn afternoon! Please ring Veronique on 
772133 for further details if you’d like to help - even 
one or two afternoons would be greatly appreciated!  
From Ken MacKenzie: Chair, OBS 

 
 
 
 
 

St Luke’s Hall Update 
From the Trustees: Email SLHallOverton@aol.com  

 

Fund-raising (1): We are delighted to be able to report   
that only £15,000 is now needed to finish the 
complete Refurbishment and reopen fully in November. 
An amazing £185,000 has been raised so far towards 
the final cost of £200,000 - our sincere thanks to every 
-one who responded to the appeal in August’s ON&V. 
If you missed it because you were away - or you just 
haven’t got round to it yet - you still have time to 
help… please… See the enclosed flyer for full details. 
 
 

New Hirer: We have always been confident that the 
much-needed refurbishment of the hall would attract 
new users, so we are very pleased to announce that 
from January 2011 Overton Children’s House will be 
based in the hall from 9.00am to 12.30pm on all five 
weekdays each term-time week – with a Breakfast Club 
at 8.00am on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays, plus 
afternoon sessions until 3.00pm on Mondays, Tuesdays 
& Thursdays. This is affiliated to the established 
Steventon Children’s House, a multi-award-winning 
Montessori nursery school. For more details contact 
Marianne Preece in Overton on 770720 or see the 
website at www.steventonchildrenshouse.co.uk  
 
 
 

Fund-raising (2): St Luke’s Afternoon Tea Specials 
will be served each day from Monday 13th - Saturday 18th 
September from 2.30pm to 4.30pm at The Purple Olive 
(formerly Overton Deli) in The High Street. Enjoy a 
sandwich, a hot drink and a cake for £2.95 - with 50% 
being donated to St Luke’s Hall Refurbishment Appeal. 
 
 

Christmas Market: An advance date for your diaries is 
Saturday 4th December for an all-day Christmas Market 
in the “new” St Luke’s Hall, following last year’s success. 

http://www.overtonrecreationcentre.org.uk/
mailto:SLHallOverton@aol.com
http://www.steventonchildrenshouse.co.uk/
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Overton Police Update 
From PC3909 Richard Baldwin, Parish Beat Officer 

Mobile: 07542 524874 Police Control Room: 0845 045 45 45 
 

Email richard.baldwin@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
 

Overton's Police Community Support Officer is Sabrina Smith 
Email sabrina.smith@hampshire.pnn.police.uk      

 
 

Remember - in the event of an Emergency - Call 999 
(For all non-emergency calls you can now call 101) 

(Should you wish to speak to the Police anonymously,  
you can call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111) 

The Overton Beat area extends to Polhampton Lodge (B3051) to the North, 
olk to the West & Coxford Down (A303) to the South Ashe             

 to the East, Freef                     

Remembrance Sunday 14th November: It is hoped that 
the Overton community will unite in commemorating this 
year’s parade. Planning is under way and the parade will 
be longer than in previous years - taking in more of 
Winchester Street, turning left at the traffic lights, then 
right into Bridge Street and on to the Church for the 
Remembrance Service. I appeal to all organised groups and 
individuals alike to join in the parade  - or at least come 
out and support it as it passes through the Village. 
I'll be interested to hear from anyone with any ideas on 
how we can enhance our existing parade - in particular 
about decorating the route with bunting and flags. 

 
 

Overton Beat Statistics: July is usually a busy month. 
Considering the fantastic weather we had, I am pleased to 
report that we had only five reported crimes for the entire 
Beat Area.  We normally average 19 x crimes for July, but 
this month’s figure is the lowest for the Beat Area since     
I started back in July 2005: the previous lowest month  
was 8 x crimes in June 2009. The total for 2010 to date              
= 86 x reported crimes (compared to 98 in 2009). 

  

Trains: Overton Railway Station - extra shelters 
should be in place on the platforms during September 
according to SWT’s Stakeholder manager / need for 
more width at the disabled bay / need to destroy 
Japanese knotweed. Basingstoke Railway Station        
- toilet facilities when those at Bus Station are closed / 
poor connections into this line from the cross country 
services / need for a bus kiosk / forthcoming revamp 
of station frontage as part of the Malls’ upgrading 

 
 
 

Action we have taken in relation to 
the local Policing priorities: 

1) Environmental Issues - including Graffiti, Littering 
& Dog Fouling: We are monitoring the situation and I'm 
pleased to say that the spate of Graffiti that the Village 
experienced a few months ago seemed to be an isolated 
incident with no further attacks. Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council were advised of the matter and within 
days had removed all traces of the paint.  
There has been a recent problem with youths leaving litter 
up at the Berrydown Football Pitches - local Police will be 
dealing with this and will issue Fixed Penalty Notices              
to anyone caught leaving litter.  

   

 
 

2) Anti-social behaviour and Criminal Damage 
around the Village: We have been tackling issues 
relating to Anti-Social Behaviour in and around the Edward 
Kersley Playing Fields (“The Rec”). This includes utilising 
the Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) where we have 
seized a large amount of alcohol from local teenagers             
(15 to 18year olds). The problem seems to have moved              
to the Berrydown Football pitches and we are now tackling 
similar issues of rowdy behaviour at that location.  

 

About 40 local residents attended a street meeting in July 
in the Edward Kersley Playing Field and we heard their 
concerns regarding anti-social behaviour in and around the 
park area. We advised them that we will target the area on 
our patrols and urged them to contact the Police by using 
the “101” number to report any anti-social behaviour.              
We had only five incidents of Rowdy & Inconsiderate 
behaviour reported to us throughout the month and 
reports of Criminal Damage are down in the area by 36%.  
 

 

3) Road Safety across the Beat Area:  I have listened to 
the concerns of residents of Overton Hill about the speed 
of the traffic up and down the London Road and have 
conducted hi-vis patrols in the area.  Officers from the 
Roads Policing  Unit recently completed speed enforce       
-ment activity on the B3400 and as a result two fixed 
penalty notices were issued for excess speed and four 
speed awareness courses have been offered to members 
of the public.  Only three minor RTIs in the Village were 
reported to the Police (one of which resulted in damage to 
the shop front of Parnell Jordy & Harvey estate agents) 
 

4) Offenders brought to justice: In July three people 
were arrested for various offences of note. A 15 year old 
local youth was arrested for the graffiti attack on various 
buildings around the Village in May.  
 
 
 
 
 

Transport and Lighting News 
From Brian Langer - OPC Transport and Lighting Representative 

 

Transport Forum 31st July: 
Many issues were raised which the operators, B&DBC 
and HCC, have promised to consider. These include: 
 

Buses:  Sunday services / getting 76/86 to use more 
than B3400 in Overton / misleading departure times on 
some bus shelters / congestion at Basingstoke Railway 
Station bus lay-by /  need for real time bus information 
at shelters / concern about future of 74 Shuttle service 
and desire for later buses on Saturdays / notification of 
delays to those waiting.   
 

 
 

 

Late Diary News 
 Concessionary fares consultation: The question  

-naires advertised on bus shelters and at the railway 
station must now be returned to the County Council by 
early September - HCC has agreed to extend the 31st 
August deadline in view of the Bank Holiday weekend. 
Responses from travel token users and those who 
travel before 9.30am are especially important. 

 From the start of the new school term: Wednesday 
Welcome and Friday Friends will be open from 8.50am 
for tea & toast. No need to go back home after dropping 
children off at school! If you would like any more 
information about our toddler groups at St Mary's, 
please contact me. Sue Smale 07709 782854 

 Wednesday 15th
 September - Overton & District U3A 

(www.overtonu3a.org.uk) monthly meeting: 10.00am 
in St Mary’s Hall. A short AGM followed by a talk about 
Bees & Beekeeping by Norman Hughes. Refreshments 
will be available and visitors are welcome for a charge 
of £3.00 (refundable if they then decide to join).  
For membership information contact Jan Baker on 
773371 or Email jan.baker2007@btinternet.com

For problems or comments about Overton Parish Council matters, please contact: 
Parish Council Chairman     Tom Ridler (also Highways representative)  773108             Email  tom.ridler@which.net

               Vice-Chairman             Lucy Sloane Williams                                     770607             Email  lucysloanewilliams@gmail.com
 

Parish Councillors 

     Maggie Atkins 770369 Peter Baker    770007     Byways and Rights of Way Representative 
     Mark Attwell 770472 Brian Langer  770848    Public Transport and Street Lighting Representative 
     Tony Leach   772020 Paula Baker    771219     (also Borough Councillor) 
     Jacky Lessware   773043 Ian Tilbury    771429     (also Borough Councillor) 
     David Llewellyn 773004   Planning Committee Chairman Alan Whitney    770174 

 

Clerk to the Council is Laura Harley, Oak Tree Lodge, Roundwood, Micheldever, Winchester, Hants. SO21 3BA   Tel: 771919   Email opc@overtonvillage.com
Overton News & Views is published by Overton Parish Council.   Printed by Crucible Ltd, 6B High Street Overton RG25 3HA   Tel: 773377   Email roger@crucibleltd.co.uk
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